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Portland Port’s search for a Ship Repair Yard Partner is extended
Portland Harbour Authority’s Ship Repair Yard Project has so far attracted more than 10 expressions of interest from a balanced mix of both UK and overseas ship repair companies. 

The multi million pound project, announced in July 2013, is part of a long-term plan to develop Portland Harbour into one of the most economically active ports on the south coast of the UK. 

An international search for a development partner to establish a ship repair yard within Portland Harbour was unveiled in the summer and given a deadline for expressions of interest by the end of September 2013. Portland Harbour Authority Chief Executive Steve Davies said: “We have so far received more than 10 expressions of interest from UK and overseas companies; however Portland Harbour Authority are prepared to accept any late running expressions of interest up until the end of October 2013.” 
Going forward Portland Harbour Authority will invite all those interested parties to visit the facility and hold further discussions, with the intention of then drawing up a shortlist of companies during November. The Authority’s objective is to decide on a preferred partner in December 2013. 
Mr Davies added: “The preferred partner will be given an exclusive period of 3 months to agree all necessary contracts and leases with us, with the anticipation that we will announce the partnership arrangements in April 2014.” 

A purpose-made video about the new ship repair yard concession can be seen at: 

http://www.portland-port.co.uk/business/Ship-Repair-Yard-Opportunity 
Contact: 

Ms Lorrie Green 

PA to the Chief Executive 

Telephone: +44(0)1305 825 332 

Email: projects@portland-port.co.uk
NOTES TO EDITORS: 
· Portland Harbour Authority is the UK’s newest commercial port, having been established under statute on January 1, 1998. 
· Since the departure of the Royal Navy in 1996, it is now a thriving commercial port, handling more than 650 large vessels annually and employing more than 600 people on its dock estate. The large, deep-water protected harbour with 4,500-acres of water space (2,000 in the inner harbour and 2,500 in the outer harbour) and 300-acre land estate is one of the biggest of its type in the world. 
· Within its secure boundaries the dock estate has ample land area available to support industrial projects such as a ship repair yard, together with its supplier base. The dock estate is also suitable to support other large-scale industrial projects. Under UK law the harbour authority has a statutory duty to encourage the development and use of the harbour and dock estate as a centre of employment and economic activity. 
· The harbour is protected by over 3.5 miles of breakwater system, originally constructed in 1865 as a port of refuge and Royal Navy base. Formerly Portland was the operational port for the Royal Navy’s home fleet, when on occasions over 80 British warships were anchored within the inner harbour alone. 
· Since its establishment the harbour authority has gained an enviable reputation as one of the most efficient, financially successful and fastest-growing ports in the UK. 
· The professionalism of Portland Harbour Authority’s management team was recognised during the London 2012 Olympic Games sailing events, when the biggest marine sporting event in the world was successfully delivered. Over the preceding four years Portland Harbour Authority planned all the marine operations for the sailing events in the Olympic Games in Portland harbour, Weymouth outer harbour and Weymouth bay. 
· Portland harbour is close to the busy shipping lanes to and from north-west Europe, and to many cross-Channel shipping lanes between the United Kingdom and continental Europe. The location, current business and existing facilities are ideally suited physically and geographically for the establishment of a premier ship repair facility. 
